
IV. LongAnswerTypeQuestions:

Q1.Howhasthemeaningoftheterm,‘Hindustan’changedoverthecenturies?

Ans.1:-Themeaningoftheterm,‘Hindustan’changedoverthecenturiesin

thefollowingways:

 In13thcenturyAD,Minhaj-i-Siraj,aPersianwriterandhistorianmeant

by‘Hindustan’theareasofPunjab,Haryanaandthelandsbetweenthe

GangaandYamuna.

 AmirKhusrau,a14thcenturyADpoetusedtheterm,‘Hind’inthe

similarway.Itdidnothaveanypoliticalmeaning.

 Intheearly16thcentury,BaburusedHindustantodescribethe

geography,thefaunaandthecultureoftheinhabitantsofthesub-

continent.

 Todayweunderstand‘Hindustan’asthemodernnationstate.Theterm

doesnotcarrypoliticalandnationalmeaning.

Q2.InwhatwaysweretheaffairsofJatisregulated?

Ans.2:-AJatimeanssub-caste.Jatiswererankedonthebasisoftheir

occupations.

TheaffairsofJatiswereregulatedinthefollowingways:

(i) EachJatiframeditownrulesandregulationstomanagetheconduct

ofitsmembers.

(ii) Anassemblyofeldersi.e.,theJatiPanchayatenforcedthese

regulations.

(iii) Jatishadtofollowtherulesoftheirvillagesalso.

(iv) Severalvillagesweregovernedbychieftan.

Q3.Mentionthevariousdifficultiesthathistoriansfacedinusingmanuscripts.

Ans.3:-Thevariousdifficultiedthathistoriansfacedinusingmanuscripts



were:

(i) Intheabsenceofprintingpressinthatperiod,scribescopied

manuscriptsbyhand.Naturallytheymadesmallchangesinwordsor

sentances.Sohistoriansoftenhavetoguesswhattheauthorhas

originallywritten.

(ii) Authorsrevisedtheirchroniclestimetotime.Forexample:-Zia-ud-Din

Barniwrotehischroniclesforthefirsttimein1356AD.Hewrote

anotherversionofittwoyearslater.But,boththeversionsdifferfrom

eachother.

(iii) Whenhistoriansreaddocuments,mapsandtextsfrom thepast,they

havetokeepinmindthedifferenthistoricalbackgroundsinwhichthat

informationwasproduced.

(iv) Theyalsohavetobecarefulaboutthetermstheyusebecausethey

mightmeandifferentthingsinthepast.

Q4.Whatweresomeofthemajorreligiousdevelopmentsduringthemedieval

period?

Ans.4:-Someofthemajorreligiousdevelopmentsduringthemedievalperiod

areasfollows:

(i) Hinduism:-

 Newdeitiescametobeworshiped.

 SometribalandforestgroupswereabsorbedintotheHindu

society.

 Constructionoftemplesbecameanimportantactivityamong

theHindurulers.

 TheimportanceofBrahmanasofthePriestsgrew.

 TheemergenceoftheideaofBhaktiwasoneofthemajor

developmentsofthisperiod.

(ii) Islam:-

 Islam believesinoneGod,Allahandtheteachingsofhislast

Prophet,Muhammad.



 ManyrulerswerepatronsofIslam.

 AfterProphetMuhammad’sdeath,aCaliphorKhalifa

succeededhim asthereligiousandthepoliticalheadofthe

Muslim community.

 LatertheMuslim communitysplitintotwomajorsects-Shia

andSunni.

Q5.Howdohistoriansdividethepastintoperiods?Dotheyfaceanyproblem

indoingso?

Ans.5:-Historiansdividedthepastintoperiodsinfollowingways:

(i) ManyBritishhistorianslikeJamesMilldividedthehistoryofIndiainto

threeperiods-Hindu,Muslim andBritish.Thiswasbasedonthe

religionofrulers.Itignoredthesignificanthistoricaldevelopmentsin

thesocietyeconomyorcultureandalsoignoredtherichdiversityof

thesub-continent.

(ii) Inordertogetaclearpictureoftheimportantchangesinhistory,

historiansgenerallydividethepastintothreeperiod.Theseare-The

AncientorEarlyperiod,theMedievalorMiddleperiodandtheModern

period.

Yes,historiansfacedmanyproblems.Theyare:

(i) MedievalperiodisoftencontrastedwiththeModernperiod.

(ii) Modernityreflectsmaterialprogressandintellectual

advancement.

(iii) ThissuggeststhattheMedievalperioddoesnotprogress.But

actuallyitwasnottrue.

V. FillintheBlanks:

1.Documentsandmanuscripts

2.Potatoes,corn,chillies,teaandcoffee



3.Hind

4.IslamicorMuslim empire

5.SherShahSuri


