
FLAMINGO(POETRY1)

MyMotheratSixtySix

Summary

    ThisisatouchingpoemwrittenbyIndianpoetKamlaDaswhowroteunderthepennameof

‘Madhavikutty’.Inthispoem,shedescribesherfeelingofloveandattachmenttowardsherageing

mother.

Oncethepoetwenttovisithermother.ShewasonherwaybacktothetheairporttoreturntoCochin.

Shelookedathermotherwhowasseatedbesideherinthecar.Hermotherhaddozedofftosleepand

herageingface-wassmokyincolourlikeash.Hermouthwasopenandsheresembledadeadbody.

Thepoetrealizedthathermotherwasold.Shefeltpainandsympathyforher.Hermotherneededlove,

affectionandcare.

Inordertocomeoutofthegloom,thepoetshiftedherglanceandlookedoutofthecar’swindow.

Thereshesawyoungtreespassby.Littlechildrenwererunningoutoftheirhousesintotheplaygrounds.

Thesethingswerecontrarytotheageingfaceofhermother.Theysymbolisedenergy,lifeand

happiness.

Astheyreachedtheairportandthepoetwasabouttoleavefortheaeroplane,sheglancedather

motheronemoretime.Hermotherappearedweakandpalejustlikethemooninthewinterseason

whichseemstohavelostallitsstrength.Thepoetfeltthepainandfearoflosinghermother.Shewas

remindedofherchildhoodwhensheusedtofearlosinghermother.Asachildshecouldnotbeartobe

separatedfromhermotherevenforafewmoments.Nowthelosswouldbepermanentashermother

wasabouttodieandshewouldloseherforever.

Thepoetdidnotexpressherfeelings.Shesmiledandsaid“seeyousoon,Amma”becauseshewanted

thathermothershouldliveandtheycouldmeetagain.

MyMotheratSixty-Six:Poetry

Drivingfrommyparent’s

hometoCochinlastFriday

morning,Isawmymother,

besideme,

doze,openmouthed,herface

ashenlikethat

ofacorpseandrealizedwithpain



thatshewasasoldasshe

lookedbutsoon

putthatthoughtaway,and

lookedoutatYoung

Treessprinting,themerrychildrenspilling

outoftheirhomes,butaftertheairport’s

securitycheck,standingafewyards

away,Ilookedagainather,wan,pale

asalatewinter’smoonandfeltthatold

familiarache,mychildhood’sfear,

butallIsaidwas,seeyousoon,Amma,

allIdidwassmileandsmileand

smile......

Explanation

Firstly,whenthepoetisonherwaytotheCochinairportwithheroldmothersittingbesideher,she

looksathercloselyandpresentsbeforeusherimage.

Shecomparesherwithacorpse.(similieisafigureofspeechtoshowcomparisonbetweenhermother’s

faceandacorpse.)Asshelooksathermother’spaleandpallidface,sheisstruckwiththehorrorand

painoflosingher.Themotherwiththedozingfaceandopenmouthiscomparedtoacorpse.Here,the

poetshowsthetypicalloveandaffectionwhichispresentinamother-daughterrelation.

Thepoetispainedandshiftsherattentionoutsidethecarinordertodriveoutthenegativefeelings.

Shechangeshersadmood.Thesceneoutsidethewindowisofgrowinglifeandenergy.Therapidly

sprintingtreesalongsidethemerrilyplayingchildrensymbolizelife,youthandvitality.Thepoethereis

remindedofherownchildhoodwhenhermotherhadbeenyoungwhereasnowsheisencircledwith

thefearoflosingherandthathasmadeherinsecure

NEW/DIFFICULTWORDS

1)doze:ashort,lightsleep

2)ashen:verypale,likeash.



3)corpse:adeadbody.

4)sprinting:here,shootingoutoftheground.

5)spilling:here,tomoveoutingreatnumbers.

6)wan:unnaturallypale,asfromphysicaloremotionaldistress.

7)ache:pain.

Questionandanswers:

Q1:Whatisthekindofpainandachethatthepoetfeels?

A1:Whenthepoetlooksathermother’sfaceclosely,shediscoversthatshehasagedandherendis

near.Thefeelingofhermotherbeingold,needingcareandhelppainsthepoetasthereisnooneto

lookafterher.Shefeelsthathermothercandieanymomentandthatthenshewillloseherforever.

Herchildhoodfearoflosinghermotherwhichwasthentimelybutnow,willbeforever,resurfaces.The

poetfeelsthepainofhermother’soldageandherhelplessnesstowardsher.Shehasthefearof

separatingfromhermotherforever,uponherdeath.

Q2:Whyaretheyoungtreesdescribedas‘sprinting’?

A2:Theyoungtreeshavebeenpersonified.Whenlookedatfromthepoet’smovingcar,theyseemtobe

runningpast.Thepoetfoundittobestrikinglyoppositetohermotherwholookedasstillasadead

body.

Q3:Whyhasthepoetbroughtintheimageofthemerrychildren‘spillingoutoftheirhomes’?

A3:Thepoetdrawsacomparisonbetweenwhatistravellingwithherandwhatshecanseeoutside.It’s

acomparisonbetweenlifeanddeath.Hermotherissleeping,withmouthopen,likeadeadbody,while

outsideshecanseechildrenwhoarefulloflife,energyandenthusiasm.

Q4:Whyhasthemotherbeencomparedtothe‘latewinter’smoon’?

A4:Justasthelatewinter’smoonisdullandlacksluster,soishermotherattheendstageofherlife.

Also,asthelatewintermoongetsovershadowedbythefogandmistintheskysimilarlyhermothercan

getovershadowedbydeathatanytime.Bothofthemarenearinganend-oneofseasonandtheother

oflife.

Q5:Whatdothepartingwordsofthepoetandhersmilesignify?

A5:Thepartingwordsofthepoetshowherpositiveattitude.Sheovercomesherpainandfear,assures

herselfandhermotherthattheywouldmeetagain.Sheisbeingverybravewhichisindicatedbythe

useofrepetitioninthepoem:“smileandsmileandsmile......”


